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Dr. Sam Anderson

“I think it’s important
to have this brief and
broad historical
understanding of the
development of
solidarity between the
Palestinian People and
Black America.”

Presentation at Battling The IHRA Definition:
Theory & Activism, 10/14/23
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From the New Negro ;
- Movement came the ‘
Garvey Movement of the r
n 1920s and 30s... a global #=
. mobilization of people of ./
( African descent of all
\ religions in all of the «
African and Carlbbean
colonies as well as Latm
and South America. =
UNIA had, at one time,
at least a million _
members and a weekly
multilanguage
newspaper circulated ‘=
throughout the African
Diaspora. .

Its weekly newspaper
covered the news of the
world and the US from a

Black progressive
perspective. It was read by
tens of thousands of
African Americans... By the
= 1960s, it covered the
ongoing struggles of the
Palestinians against the
various Zionist onslaughts.

From this powerful
movement rose in the
1940s the Nation of Islam

.. with the rise of the
leadership of Malcolm X,
the Nation of Islam (NOI)
grew by the thousands.
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One of the first workers’ organizations to take up ¢
the cause of Palestinian liberation was the ¢
League of Revolutionary Black Workers, based in
Detroit. Black and Arab autoworkers there jointly |
participated in LRBW and led wildcat strikes. The '
group’s solidarity with Palestine became a point of I
struggle with the city’s ruling class. The LRBW had
transformed Wayne State University’s student
newspaper into a radical citywide paper, but after
publishing pro-Palestine articles the admin-
istration used false charges of antisemitism to
launch an all-out attack on the LRBW on campus.

http://liberationschool.org/the-long-history-of-
black-and-palestinian- solidarity/



Student Non-Violent Coordinating Y
Committee (SNCC), % -

Within 48 hours, SNCC was no longer the
darling of white hberals. 'I'hay became “anti-Semitic” and
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“pro-terrorist.*




By 1970, there was a critical mass of activist Black scholars in
the US making a significant difference regarding social
justice. Prof William Strickland of the University of
Massachusetts at Amherst and myself spent two months
organizing for a pro-Palestine ad in the NY Times.

Once published, I was fired from my Sarah Lawrence College job
as Black Studies Director and Math Professor... and over the
years in academia been intellectually harassed for standing in
solidarity with Palestine and speaking out against Zionism as a |
surrogate apartheid cop for imperialism. Y
Imager AllThingsHarlem/YouTube.com
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In August 2014, Ferguson, Missouri erupted in protests after the
murder-by-cop of a Black youth, Michael Brown, while thousands
of miles away, war raged in Israel & Gaza.

From this confluence of events emerged a new movement of
Black-Palestinian solidarity.

In 2015, “over 1,000 Black activists, artists, scholars, students,
and organizations have launched a statement expressing their
solidarity & commitment to ensuring justice for Palestinians.
Signatories to the statement span a wide cross-section of Black
activists, scholars, and organizations.”

Read the statement: tinyurl.com/y8fbgnam

Image: blackforpalestine.com
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One thing is for
certain: You cannot
intimidate an
oppressed people who

have had 400 years of
daily racist terrorism
thrown at them on
both an institutional
and personal basis!
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Today, I am before
you, in solidarity with
you, because of the
long and solid and
principled legacy of
Black American
Solidarity with
Palestine!

- Dr. Sam Anderson
October 14, 2023
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